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MISSION STATEMENT
St. James' Episcopal School is a diverse, joyful, and inclusive community of learners. With a focus 
on academic excellence and attention to the needs of each child, we strive to instill in our students 
intellectual curiosity, compassion for others, and respect for all of God’s creation.

STATEMENT ON NONDISCRIMINATION
St. James' Episcopal Church and School a�rm that all persons are created equal in the eyes of God, deserve to be treated with 
dignity and respect, and have a full and equal claim to the love, acceptance, and pastoral care of the Church and School. We 
therefore welcome all people, without regard to their race, ethnic origin, national origin, ancestry, religion, creed, gender, gender 
identity or expression, disability, marital status, sexual orientation, military status, or economic or social circumstances. St. James' 
Episcopal Church and School conduct all programs and ministries in accordance with this a�rmation and commitment.

PHILOSOPHY
Paramount to our philosophy of teaching and 
learning is the belief that intelligence is neither a 
�xed nor an unchanging commodity. St. James’ 
intentionally expands each child’s capacity for 
learning in a thoughtfully designed environment 
where children are not just “taught;” they are 
encouraged to explore, investigate, work collabo-
ratively, and probe the world around them.

�ough we are best known for our traditional 
educational approaches, we also believe that 
children should have the opportunity to construct 
meaning as they assimilate knowledge. Rather 
than merely providing rote learning in our 
classrooms, we encourage our teachers to stretch 
the children’s ability to analyze, synthesize, and 
evaluate what they learn; to apply their learning to 
new situations; and to present con�dently and in a 
variety of formats what they have learned.

Because our children will inherit a complex and 
unpredictable world, we believe that a St. James’ 
education should provide our students with the 
thinking strategies they will need to solve 
problems and resolve con�icts. We acknowledge 
that our children must grow into adulthood with 
equal measures of creativity and critical thinking 
skills, and we foster the ability to seek and apply 
knowledge from a wide variety of sources. But 
above all, we at St. James’ pledge to inculcate in 
our students a commitment to ethical behavior 
and an abiding appreciation for the di�erences 
that mark each human being as an individual of 
inestimable worth and dignity.

STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES

21ST CENTURY TEACHING & LEARNING

�rough informed curriculum choices, di�erentiated 
instruction, and a powerful program of professional 
development, we will infuse these skills and understand-
ings into the following instructional areas: science, 
technology, mathematics, verbal communication and 
writing, and �ne and performing arts.

ENHANCEMENT OF BUILDINGS & GROUNDS

We will, in consultation with St. James’ Church, plan 
and complete a major project that will maximize the 
beauty and utility of the entire campus which addresses 
the need for parking, a performing arts space, improved 
athletic facilities, and a physical environment that 
otherwise supports and enhances our 21st century 
teaching and learning objectives.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

Ensure �nancial sustainability by securing the resources 
necessary to meet our objectives, keeping enrollment 
strong, expanding our operating reserves, building our 
endowment, seeking to increase annual giving (includ-
ing a focus on alumni) and keeping our goals tied to 
�nancial metrics where possible.

SCHOOL–CHURCH SYNERGY

Deepen the conversation with the larger community of 
St. James’ School and St. James’ Church to identify and 
implement programs and activities that the school and 
church can pursue together so to strengthen our shared 
community.
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year in review
On the first day of school – September 

2014 – the weather channel hinted there 

was a dramatic wind shift afoot! Anticipation 

mounted. Weathercocks spun exuberantly 

on the rooftops, twirling with sheer delight 

and excitement. And suddenly, she was 

here – she was here! – sailing in on a cushy 

carpet of cumulous cloud, primly gripping 

her handheld travel bag, and born aloft by an enormous black bumper 

shoot. And she came singing, Miss Mary Poppins did! She taught us that 

“Anything Can Happen… If You Let It.” And, energized by that theme and 

a bracing fresh breeze from the Thames by way of the rooftops of Lon-

don, we rollicked with Mary from one surprise to another: singing, danc-

ing, acting, solving problems, celebrating, facing one challenge after 

another. It was the year when anything could – and did – happen.

Buoyed on the winds of change, we mastered math, explored sci-

ence, and cheerfully careened through a full year of memories that 
THANK YOU!
We gratefully acknowledge all the 
generous donors who contributed to 
St. James’ from July 1, 2014, through 
June 30, 2015. Gift levels represent 
each donor’s total giving to St. James’ 
during that interval.
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David and Jennifer Kim
Kenny and Jenipher Park
Danny and Ines Song
Jung Ahn and Yun Song
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Richard Chisholm and Lois Perrin

Joseph Esposito  
and Cara Leonetti Esposito

Michael and Janet Fourticq
Taos Huskey and Janet Shim
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Hansin Kim and Jihyun Hong
Brian and Stacey Lee
Lloyd Lee and Sarah Jeong
David Lucas McDonough  

and Ruth Sommers
David and Gina Riberi
Robert and Ann Ronus
James and Lindsay Wilcox
Timothy and Heather Williams
Tim and Jessica Youd

by Deborah David
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would mark us forever with their absolutely 

unpredictable and yet strangely inspiring 

unexpectedness. And standing tall in the 

midst of it all was our magnificent new 

assistant head of school, Carol A. Swainson, 

who herself had just been deposited on our 

doorstep by a stiff west wind out of Chica-

go, the windy city! Not only did we learn firsthand that anything 

can happen, but we learned we could be anything, do anything, dream 

anything – and we could make our dreams come true.

In 2014–2015 were blessed with the enormous energy and hu-

mor of newly hired communications manager Michael Lavigne Jr., who 

entertained the students monthly at Community Gatherings with his 

near-Broadway voice and spectacular performing talent. 

A gentle soccer player, nutritionist, and ex-pat from New York City 

blew in one day and introduced herself as Chenelle Geoffroy…and the 

rest is history. 

Year in Review
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Thomas Bessant and Anne McIntyre
Justin and Samie Falvey
Ted and Gretchen Fourticq
Mark and Lisa Hutchins
Justin and Julia Kim
Matthew and Carina Miller
Nicholas Morton and Marie Schley
Christopher Murphey  

and Mary Shaifer
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Jeffrey Rutherford and Dorothy Kim
Michael and Michele Sanchez
Kent and Amy Savagian
James and Jennifer Tennille
Jonas Wood and Shio Kusaka
John and Sherin Ye
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$3,000–4,999
Michael Converse  

and Kathryn Price Converse

Jere and Leslie Burns
Chris Cook and Jeff Healy
Gary and Serena Duff
Eric Green and Sarah Noonan Green
Steve and Nami Her
Joseph and Vanessa Herman
Terry Lee and Soyeon Jung
Steven and Olivia Kazanjian
Peter Leak
David Loughran and Melissa Rowe
Karyn Lovegrove
Anthony Maranville and Shana Stein
Michael and Claudia Margolis
Edward McCaffery
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Insightful and articulate, dance teacher Laurel Butler joined us and 

suddenly dance took on new meaning: telling stories, exploring history, 

imagining far away cultures and global relationships through intensely 

emotional movement and rhythm. 

Ed Hermeno became our math specialist and worked a kind of math 

magic worthy in every way of Mary Poppins herself. 

A whimsical, mischievous wind blew most of us off to Family Camp 

Weekend at El Capitan Canyon, where 150 families gathered to relax and 

laugh and love together in the Santa Barbara sunshine. At the conclusion 

of that event, no wind – however strong 

or cold or forceful – could ever tear that 

deeply bonded community asunder. 

As the winter winds gusted and set 

our hats and jackets askew, we plumbed 

the depths of our curriculum in a com-

prehensive self-study, examining every 

instructional strategy, every policy and 

Year in Review

Geoff McFetridge  
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and Catherine Hagney Brown
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Alexander and Kim Bulkley

Stephen and Jennifer Cho
Alex Choi and Ellen Park
Dr. and Mrs. Jae Chung
Chris and Kate Corsmeier
James Cossman and Denise Gocke
John Daum and Mary Nichols
Ronald and Deborah David
Kraig and Monica DePriest
Devin and Katie Donohue
Tremaine Ellis
Chris Fager and Corie Brown
Neal Fraser and Amy Knoll Fraser
David Gardner and Snow Kahn
Emad Ghobrial  

and Amanda George-Ghobrial
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procedure. And then we shared our 

findings with the California Association 

of Independent Schools. Once they’d 

concluded their four-day visit (then de-

parted in a puff of errant wind…quite like 

someone else we know!), CAIS had left 

behind a ringing endorsement of all they’d 

seen at St. James’ and awarded us a treasured seven-year accreditation.

The Leadership Program took center 

stage in 2014–2015, teaching the skills of 

collaboration, planning, analysis of risk, 

giving speeches, creating business plans 

and nursing our turtles from the pond in 

the courtyard back to life.

Mary Poppins the musical went into 

in production in November, starring over 

thirty stalwart St. James’ thespians who sang and delivered their lines 

Craig and Jill Gillett
David and Marina Goyer
JoAnne Gratiot
Jeong Gu and Ji Hae Lee
Peter and Jungmin Ha
Jeff and Suzanne Hahn
John Hesling and Simona Rosset
Yong and Jin Ho
Seth Horowitz  

and Bianca Simchowitz
Jung and Sung Hi Hwang
Chris and Margaret Jacquemin
Tom and Rosie Juda
Kee Won Jung and Kyunghwa Park
Dr. David Kahng and Michelle Kahng

Scott Kang and Lauren Swaminathan
Bruce and Stephanie Kim
Dennis Kim  

and Diamantina Jannone-Kim
Hwangsoo and Alexandra Kim
Jayeun Kim and Soyon Jin
Mark and Jennifer Kim
Robert and Joanne Kim
Sean and Susan Kneafsey
Aidan and Christina Koh
Theodore Leary and Lynn McCarthy
Calvin and Esther Lee
Clint and Nicole Lee
Jae Chun Lee and Young Hong
Jong and Jung Lee

Kevin and Astrid Lew
Mike Lyons and Allen Heppel
Dr. Glenville March  

and Dr. Cabrini March
Bret and Clara Martin
JR McGinnis and Jim Bain
Aaron McPherson and Challen Cates
Gavin and Anna Milner
Craig Min and Jean Shim
Aaron Moore  

and Hannah Cannom Moore
Tom Nguyen and Tommy Pham
Fabrice Odero and Hee Ko
Chan and Rachel Park
Hyung Park and Min Kim

Year in Review



5

in cockney accents, dancing into chalk 

drawings arm in arm with London’s irre-

pressible chimney sweeps. 

In late March and April, the 6th-graders 

received their acceptances to middle 

school and moved into their Intensives, 

swinging from ropes and harnesses as they 

mastered the art of the circus and trekking in their 

imaginations across the gust-driven sands of 

Asia, retracing the footsteps of Marco Polo.

Spring’s gentle breezes blew into our own 

backyard an event that rivaled Monaco’s 

glamorous blackjack tables and roulette 

wheels as we gambled for the future of St. 

James’. The school was the big winner that 

night, raking in a record number of chips 

to support yoga and music, drama and 

Mr. and Mrs. Jae Hyun Park
Joo Hyung and Su Young Park
Jacki Pennoyer and Maggie Hamilton
Prentice and Tasha Penny
Byron Phillips  

and Jeanine Batch Phillips
Todd Purdum and Dee Dee Myers
Mara Raphael
Roland Reynolds  

and Elizabeth Himelsteinli
Donald Rice and Christine DeMaio
Jeff Roth
John Schlotterbeck
Steven and Janet Schoenholz
Jason and Valerie Seitz

Sanjay Sharma and Tina Lynam
Gerson and Andrea Shin
Reynold Siemens and Carolyn Hull
Stefan Simchowitz  

and Rosmarie Riedl
Shawn Simmons  

and Christine Rosenberry
Hubert and Charmaine Smith
Jung Min Son and Sun Jung Lee
Yo Chan Song and Myoung Kim
Stanley Stalford, Jr. and Ruth Stalford
Mark Suveg and Dena Green
Blair Tatton
Denisse Vallejo
Patricia Velasquez and Laura Carrillo

Dan Whitley  
and Kirstin Poirier-Whitley

Jason Wolff and Lucy Wild
Scott and Kelly Yang
Kevin Yoder and Jeffrey Hall
Je Young and Susan Young
Courtland and Elizabeth Young
Peter Yu and Nicole Kim
Paul and Kayci Yun
Charitybuzz
St. Matthews Church
Time Warner Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Edison International
Kroger
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soccer, technology and drama and the St. James’ – 

Colburn School Band. Thanks to that Spring Event, 

a veritable windfall of technology gave us one-to-

one technology in 4th–6th grades and improved 

our sound and student information systems. 

And suddenly, the warm caress of June’s 

sweet breezes swept us up into the inimitable 

beauty of graduation and onward into summer, 

another year behind us. As we waved Mary Poppins off on her journey 

home to London, we knew we had been changed for the better and 

changed good by Miss Poppins’ belief that we can be anything, do 

anything, overcome our fears, and live in hope, and become all that we 

were meant to be, if only we will let it happen. And we will. Or perhaps 

we did…last year.

     Deborah David

     Head of School

Year in Review
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Loyd Bateman  

and Rachel Luttrell-Bateman
Eric Bauer and Madison Charap
Adam Benson and Casee Kelly
David and Fiona Blankenship

Bo Boddie and Jorjee Douglass
David Bommarito and Margaret Lee
Kevin and Belinda Brent
Raymond and Kazon Brown
Faust Joseph Bustos and Kara Bustos
Dr. Phyllis Cannom
Charles and Vicki Carrington
Sekou Carter  

and Sharon Wormley-Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford Carter
Chris and Lindsay Casamassima
James Casey
Jennifer Cefaly
Hon. James Chalfant  

and Michelle Chalfant
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by the numbers

diversity

revenues expenses

Other

Latino

African-American

Asian

White

44% 41%

14%
13%

24%

29%

12%

5%
10% 7%

Students Faculty & Staff

revenues
Tuition Income: $6,615,154 1

Annual Giving: $802,171
Auxiliary Programs: $215,077
Restricted Funds: $30,818
Special Events: $200,657 2

Interest Income:  $123,216
Other Income: $15,719

Total Revenue: 
 $8,002,812

expenses
Salaries & Benefits: $5,487,471 3

Direct Instruction: $494,540
Auxiliary Programs: $95,009
Operations: $955,079
Physical Plant: $277,816
Loan Interest Expense:  $13,922
Other Expenses: $414,510

Total Expenses: 
 $7,738,347

82.7% Tuition Income

10.0% Annual Giving 

2.7% Auxiliary Programs 

0.4% Restricted Funds

2.5% Special Events

1.5% Interest Income

0.2% Other Income

Notes: (1) Tuition is listed as net; $793,558 was distributed in Tuition Assistance. (2) Spring Event 2015 netted just
over $200,000. (3) Salaries and benefits includes teacher raises averaging 3%.

70.9% Salaries/Benefits

6.4% Direct Instruction 

1.2% Auxiliary Programs 

12.3% Operations

3.6% Physical Plant

0.2% Loan Interest

5.4% Other Expenses

1:1
Boy-to-Girl

Ratio

2
Classes per
Grade (K–6)

22
Average

Class Size

11:1
Student-to-Adult

Ratio

366
Total Students

Enrolled

23%
Students Receiving
Tuition Assistance

Sonny and Young-Min Chang
Kelli Chau
Andrew Chi and Michael Armbruster
Perrin and Caroline Chiles
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Choi
Jay and Jieun Choi
Yong and Young Hee Choi
Debra Clark
Garnel and Phelondra Clifford
Matthew Cohen and Caitlin Durham
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Collins
Erika Cordero
Derek Cotton and Molly Moen
George and Karen Daisa
Patrick Danaher and Johanna Lee

Mychael Danna and Aparna Bhargava
Jonathan Dar
Dr. Carol Davis
Clarke De Pastino  

and Rebecca Meiers-De Pastino
Luke Del Tredici and Teresa Keith
Stephen and Julie DesJardins
Rev. Thomas Discavage
Lenore Douglas
Brian Duggan
Ruby Dummett
Steven and Helen Ellis
Joseph and Michelle Farnham
Susie Finch
Roy Finch and Susan Landau Finch

Ingrid Finley-Scott
Gerald and Marketha Floyd
Dr. Natalie Fousekis
Maverick Franks and Tonikiaa Orange
Dan Freudiger
Joshua Friedman
Martin and Carmina Glicklich
Sherry Grant
Elizabeth Grossman
Mr. and Mrs. Nicefero Guzman
Elisha and Jason Hall
Al and Becky Han
Kevin and Gloria Hann
Aaron Hartman and Jeannine Balfour
Alenoosh Hartouni
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Jocelyn Hayes
Edward Hermeno
Jess and Chesney Hill
John Hindman and Jenny Hager
Jonathan and Brooke Hodge
John Hoffman and Jennifer Culp
William Hooke  

and Kristin Bountress-Hooke
Leigh Jackson  

and Sarah Shun-Lien Bynum
Edward and Patrice Jackson
Ronda Jackson
Demetrist James and Felicia Price
Kimberly James
Vladimir and Maritza Jimenez

Bill Johnson and HJ Paik
Sharon Jun
Wuttipong and Malisa Kaewmanaprasert
Paru Kammula
Ilya and Alexandra Kazhokin
Hakeem Kazim and Bronwyn Jacobs
Eugene and Julia Kim
Jason and Chrissy Kim
Roger Kim and Soo Lee
Stacey Kim
Tae Kim and Heeseung Chang
Forrest and Stacey Kirk
Seung Kong and Kyung Lee
Rob Krueger and Tom Carruth
Stan and Svetiana Kruglyakov

Alice Kuramoto
Kenley and Nekesha Kyle
John LaBombard  

and Elizabeth Fain LaBombard
Eric and Katy Ladin
Alexa Laffen
Andre LaMon  

and Bonnie Berry LaMon
Michael Lavigne, Jr.
Ted Leary
David Lee and Lisa Yang
James Lee
Myung Lee and Grace Kang
Max Seongsu Lee and Soyhun KIm
Richard Lee and Chan Yu



10

preschool
The St. James’ Preschool program on the 

new campus has flourished for a second 

year in a row. We decorated four class-

rooms artistically, created an inviting 

green yard, utilized our spacious back 

yard, and made a bike path. We can 

say with certainty that our preschool 

is the best-shaded school in the area. 

We provide our students with oppor-

tunities to enjoy learning outdoors while cherishing the comfort the 

sail shades provide. The high quality preschool curriculum was publically 

praised by the CAIS in their extraordinary review. The preschool has also 

been accredited by NAEYC since 2005. 

We have so many things to celebrate. We have a great connection 

with the elementary school campus and are one of the first schools to 

have a membership in the newly opened Pedagogical Institute of Los 

Angeles. We place a strong emphasis on teacher training. We contin-
Matthew Lesher and Katherine Lewis
Dawn Lett
Jonathan and Ester Leus
Dr. Eric Li and Dr. Mamata Chithriki
Glen and Clara Lim
Jennifer Lin
Greg Linday  

and Cindy Ann Bader Lindy
Gabriel and Cecilia Lopez
Ricardo Lopez
Rosie Lopez
Christian and Lara Magnusen
Richard Marlink and Kim Swann
Juan and Jennifer Martinez
Tracy and Michelle McCormick

Andrew and Veronica McDiarmid
William and Heidi McLean
Paul and Dete Meserve
Alexander Miric  

and Nina Lightdale-Miric
Robert Mockler and Kelly Howick
Kevin Monaghan and Javier Machado
April and Kevin Monroe
Alicia Moody
Roger and Lisa Morrison
Kathleen Murray
David and Lucy Norland
Chris O’Connor and Martha Nelems
Hon. Joanne O’Donnell
Chuka Obijaku

Jenny Obuchi
Mr. and Mrs. Levi Ogbunamiri
Yulie Oh
Youngseon Ok and Chung Hong
Christina Olague
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Osterberg
Julian Pappas
Bong Keun Park and Ha Yeon Byun
James and Lori Park
Richard and Elizabeth Park
Pamela Pasley
Allistair Patino  

and Lelamarie Kelly-Patino
Sujatha Periasamy
Thomas Perkins and Meara Daly
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Nicolas and Ida Peter
Ken and Marcy Pullard
Chad and Sandra Rachild
Paul and Nancy Redford
Miles and Luanne Regis
Brian Reitzell and Stephanie Hayman
Greg and Cristine Reynaert
Clare Richardson
Ken Robbins
Lourdes Rodriguez
James and Kimberly Rolfe
Samuel Roseme and Catherine Mann
Moharshi Roy and Rachel Fiset
Jin Ryee and Hyun Ju Lee
Isabel Salas

Hugo Sanchez
Marcus Scott and Asha Hassan
Dana Settle
Jonathan Small and Diana Harlin
E. Nero and Ariana Smeraldo
Barry Smith and Anita Hayden-Smith
Liane Smith
Michael Soderstrom  

and Monique Ulivi
Karen Stevenson
Dawn Suggs
Laura Tarango
Ann and Maurice Tatton
Jacqueline Taylor
Linda Tellez

Mr. and Mrs. John Thies
Guy Toley and Claire Pettibone
Veronica Toriz
Marsha Vargas
Olivier and Sachie Vermeiren
Nancy Vermette
Margaret Vodrey
Patrick and Leslie Walling
Kasinee Karnsomport  

and William Walton, Jr. 
Dr. Stephen Wang  

and Dr. Erica Wang
Eden and Candy Warner
Philip and Monica Watters
Emily Martino Weisberg



12 Preschool Graduation on June 26, 2015
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uously celebrate diversity by acknowledging holidays and celebrations 

from around the world. We proudly celebrated African-American Her-

itage Month, the Around the World Festival, the Week of the Young 

Child, Hispanic Heritage Month, Earth Day, and so many more. 

We continued to implement differentiated learning strategies that 

were reviewed twice for each child throughout the year during very 

thorough parent–teacher conferences. We celebrated students who 

matriculated to Kindergarten with a special team assembled from among 

preschool and Kindergarten teachers and administrators from both cam-

puses. Our children and families benefited from our nurturing education-

al practices in an eleven-month school year during which we were open 

daily from 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Director of Preschool Katarina Matolek 

worked diligently during the school year to provide a high-quality pro-

gram in which children, teachers, and families could grow, develop, and 

prosper. St. James’ Preschool continues to have an excellent reputation 

throughout the area and serves as a model for early childhood education 

in Los Angeles. 

Preschool

Sheri Weller
Patrice Westover
Peter and Elizabeth White
Rich and Stefanie Willens
Leo Williams, II
Lynese Williams
David and Sage Wolf
Michael Worthington and Soo Kim
Paul and Marianne Yamaguchi
Stephen Yeazell and Ruth Fisher
Casey Yoon and Kianna Cho
Chris and Erika Younger
Byron Zapata and Deborah Lopez
Chris Zapata
Shana Zappa

Mitch Ziontz
African Christian Fellowship  

at St. James’ Church
Annenberg Foundation
Target
Art of Bella Inc.
OneHope Foundation
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matriculation
At St. James’, we strive to produce critical thinkers who will make sig-

nificant contributions to our communities.  We provide challenging aca-

demic curriculum that prepares students to be successful at competitive 

secondary schools.  Our Class of 2015 graduates were prime examples 

of global citizens whose character, kindness and academic excellence 

will be remembered.   Our graduates are now shining students at some 

of the best independent schools in the city.

The Class of 2015 matriculated at the following schools

• Berkeley Hall (1)

• Bridges Academy (1)

• Buckley School (1)

• Campbell Hall (8)

• Crossroads School (1)

• Episcopal School of L.A. (1)

• Harvard-Westlake (8)

• Marlborough School (7)

• Oakwood School (2)

• Pilgrim School (2)
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2015
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every child campaign
WE DID IT! 100% PARTICIPATION!

St. James’ faculty, staff, School Board, Vestry, and parent community 

reached 100% participation in the Every Child Campaign, supporting 

the school’s annual fund. This level of participation is a testament to the 

strong and united community that helps our school be all that it can be.  

We raised over $800,000 in revenue, providing St. James’ students 

with the support, resources, and opportunities that ensure that every 

child reaches his or her potential. 

Your donations helped support the following:

• 21st-century learning experiences

• After-school care and activities

• Outside-the-classroom learning, including day trips and  

overnight field trips

• Competitive staff and faculty salaries

• Professional development

• Community enrichment and parent education

• A generous Tuition Assistance program
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spring event
This year’s Spring Event brought us back to campus for a Casino 

Night that included dinner, casino games, prizes, and a silent auction. 

Our team of parents and volunteers – led by Elisha Riggs Hall, Kim 

Bulkley, Ariana Smeraldo, and Jina Park – created an evening to remem-

ber. We indulged in beautiful and delicious desserts from one of our 

sponsors, Cake House (owned by a St. James’ family), while we played for 

prizes such as weekend getaways and Head of School for a day. 

The event provided over $200,000 to support programs at both 

the elementary and preschool, such as athletics, robotics, leadership, 

arts, technology, and professional development. With over 300 in at-

tendance, our community came together to celebrate the 2014–2015 

school year under the lights and to the sound of a big brass band. 
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The Casino Night Spring Event on May 16, 2015
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Annual Christmas Pageant on December 17, 2014
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endowment
In 2008, the St. James’ School Board launched the Endowment Fund, 

in recognition of the school’s 40th anniversary, but more importantly to 

fortify the school’s distinguished legacy of quality education for genera-

tions to come.  

The total gifts and pledges to the Endowment Fund from inception 

in 2008 through June 30, 2015, stand at $1,987,526.  We express our 

heartfelt gratitude to all those who have made visionary endowment gifts 

to enhance the present and secure the future of St. James’.

ENDOWMENT
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Abbott 
Toshawa and Kent Andrews
Anonymous
Aurora-Viburnum Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall B. Bass 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bowers 
Elise Brisco 
Nancy T. Buche 
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Carter 
Mi Kyung Cho
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cho 
Chris Cook and Jeff Healy 
Gerald Craft 
Saheli Datta and Thomas Mackey 

Joseph Esposito and  
Cara Leonetti Esposito

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Fenady 
John and Laurie Graniez 
Jeff Kahn and Annabelle Gurwitch 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Hite 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Kang 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Kim 
Marica Lasswell 
Dr. & Mrs. Brian Lee 
Justin and Becky Lee 
Tae Hun Lee 
Young Jik and Soon-Ki Lee 
Julie A. Lovelock 

Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Rod Lowe 
Gerald and Teresa Malanga 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Mansour 
Glen and Cabrini March
Lynn McCarthy and Theodore Leary 
Mr. & Mrs. William S. McLean 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Miller 
Doo and Hee Joon Paek 
Michael and Susan Rich 
Mr. & Mrs. Fernando Rodriguez 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Rohman 
Ronus Foundation 
Rosalie Roth
The Rev. & Mrs. Charles Rowins 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Michael Russell 
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parent association
St. James’ Parent Association is an integral and dynamic voluntary 

support group, which embraces all St. James’ families and encourages 

participation in fun events throughout the year.  

Whether you are involved on a one-time or on-going basis, Parent 

Association events build a sense of community among parents, faculty 

and staff while raising funds for special projects.  The Parent Association 

provides essential resources, which enhance each and every child’s edu-

cational experience.

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Scanlon 
Self-Esteem Seminars, Inc. 
Clifford Sethness 
Gyu Gn Si and Min Sun Suh
Janess W. Slaby 
Mr. & Mrs. Roger V. Stephens 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Takei
Nancy Turner 
John and Marilyn Wells 
Marjorie Wells
Wells Fargo Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Williams 
Michael Wise and Gia Paladino-Wise 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Youd 
Mr. & Mrs. Jody Zucker

executive
     commiTee

Jill Gillett

Anita Hayden-Smith

Malisa Kaewmanaprasert

Jennifer Kim

Clara Martin

Lois Park

Kimberly Rolfe

Valerie Seitz



23Fall Math-N-Munch & In-N-Out Burger Lunch on October 16, 2014
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SCHOOL  
BOARD

Liza DeVilla Ameen 

Cary Berger 

Corie Brown 

Jeff Brown 

The Rev. Thomas Discavage 

Gary Duff Jr. 

Ingrid Finley-Scott 

Gretchen Fourticq 
    Secretary
Mark Hutchins 
    Treasurer
Mike Lyons 

Joanne O’Donnell 

Ann Ronus 

Karen Stevenson 
    President
Kim Swann 

William Walton Jr. 

Kevin Yoder 

Jessica Youd

ADVANCEMENT  
COMMITTEE

Liza DeVilla Ameen 

Kim Bulkley 

Monica DePriest 

Katie Donohue 

Ted Fourticq 

Eric Green 

Elisha Hall 

Mark Hutchins 

Steve Kazanjian 

Calvin Lee 

Tina Lynam 

Lois Perrin 

Eric Roth 

Michelle Sanchez 

Kim Swann 

James Wilcox 

Jessica Youd

ADMINISTRATIVE 
TEAM

Deborah David 
    Head of School
Carol A. Swainson 
    Assistant Head of School
Chris Cook 
    Advancement
The Rev. Thomas Discavage 
    Physical Plant & Grounds
Joan Hester 
    Admission
The Rev. Aidan Koh 
    Chaplain
Najah Lowe 
    Finance & Operations
Katarina Matolek 
    Preschool
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Our beloved and much admired Peggy 
Vodrey retired this year a	er twenty-six 
years in the St. James’ Kindergarten. Her 
insights into children have made her a well 
respected guide and coach for parents of young children, as well 
as a beloved teacher and colleague. A true educational sage, her former 
students return with their own children now, requesting Peggy Vodrey as 
their Kindergarten teacher so their kids can build the same warm memories 
and extraordinary skill base they themselves so clearly treasure. Peggy’s 
contributions to St. James’ are without number. She has served the school 
with her powerful presence and strong teaching, but she has done so with 
enviable grace and humility. There will never be a Christmas Pageant or a 
Halloween Parade, a papier-mâché pig, or a first day of school when we 
don’t remember her 
fondly. Happy 
retirement, Mrs. 
Vodrey. You will 
be part of St. 
James’ folklore 
and history 
forever.

thank you,
mrs. vodrey!




